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Reason for Allowance 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to teach the limitations of independent claims 1 and 16, 
particularly: "an initiating party interface arranged to cooperate with an initiating party's 
communication device to cause communications application software appropriate to the 
manner of communications specified in said rule to automatically execute at the 
initiating party's device" ..."the server generates data which , when processed at an 
initiating party device, results in the automatic execution of communications application 
software, the communications application software determining the manner of 
communication between the initiating party and the recipient party" are not found in the 
prior art of record. 

Thro et al. (US 6147977) teach: "a database storing a plurality of entries each relating to 
a recipient party" - col. 3, lines 48-62; "each entry being stored according to a unique 
identifier assigned to the corresponding recipient party" - fig. 2, elements 76-86; col. 5, 
line 25 to col. 6, line 51 ; "at least one rule included in each entry, specifying a manner, 
of communications between the corresponding recipient party and an initiating party" - 
fig. 2, elements 76-82; col. 3, line 61 to col. 4, line 66; col. 5, line 25 to col. 6, line 51 ; 
"wherein the system manages communications between an initiating party and a 
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recipient party according to appropriate rule" - col. 3, line 61 to col. 4, line 66. Thro et 
al. do not disclose the limitations cited above. 

Dependent claims 2-5, 7-14, 17-19, 22-29 incorporate the listed limitations by reference 
and contain limitations that further distinguish over the art of record. For these reasons, 
claims 2-5, 7-14, 17-19, 22-29 are considered allowable over the art of record. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINH BLACK whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4106. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571-272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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